
In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of the commission's) PR Docket No
Rules concerning Maritime )
communications )

To: The Commission

REPLY COMMENTS OF
THE FORESTRY-CONSERVATION COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

The Forestry-conservation Communications Association

(FCCA) hereby submits the following Reply Comments in

response to comments of other parties filed in the above-

captioned proceeding.

FCCA continues to urge that any available under-

utilized spectrum be made available for immediate use by

those needing additional spectrum. In particular, strong

consideration must be given to the needs of Part 90, SUbpart

B, radio service users in those areas of the country needing

additional spectrum. FCCA supports the intent of this

docket and believes that additional sharing of the Maritime

channels can take place without harming the present Maritime

users.

Maritime frequencies should be made available as soon

as possible. It would be counter-productive to have ;1\{~(\
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spectrum that could be utilized in a productive manner not

made use of because of other upcoming regulatory actions.

For example, the Commission should not wait until it

completes the spectrum refarming proceeding (PR Docket 92­

235) prior to reallocating a portion of the Maritime

channels for shared use.

The limited shared use of the Maritime channels will

not hamper the present use or expanded use of some of those

channels in non-coastal areas in the future, provided

reasonable protection parameters are incorporated. FCCA

disagrees with comments that oppose shared use of the

Maritime channels. This proposal is a reasonable approach

to cure part of a large problem that exists in the VHF

spectrum.

Therefore, for the reasons stated above and in its

prior Comments, FCCA urges the Commission to make Maritime

channels available for use by Forestry Conservation and

other land mobile radio services.

Respectfully submitted,

FORESTRY CONSERVATION
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

July 15, 1993

By:
Jr.! r 1
~oseph Friend, President
Maryland Department of
Natural Resources
Forestry and wildlife
E1 Tawes Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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